Statement of Senator Mike Mansfield (D. Montana)
Mr. President, National Wildlife Week ie beina obaerved throughout the country thh week, March 17-Z3. The United State• haa had a good record in recent yeara in the preaervatlon of our wildlife and acenic reaourcea and theae valuea are being realized more each year. But it h a conatant battle to protect and preaerve theae thin&• eo important to the American way of life.
There are millionl of Americana who hunt, fhh and uae our parka and foreata. The purpoae of Wildlife Week la to make theae people and other• aware of the daily threats to acenic reaourcea and many other outdoor valuea, thins• which are too often taken for aranted. The National Wildlife Federation and the numeroua atate and national oraanizationa are spearheading thia campaign and are to be commended for their fine work.
The population of thil country b ever increaaing: our citiee and lnduatriea are conatantly expandina; lumbering activltiea are increaaing in our foreata and the watera of our atreama and lakea are being harnaaaed to provide power, irrigation and flood control. We muat have all of tbeae thlnga if tbh Nation ia to proaper but it doea not mean that we have to forego the pleaaant outdoor experience• connected with our foreata and rivera. National Wildlife Week ia the time for the Nation and the Congreaa, to take an inveatory of our proare a 1 in learning to live in balance with our natural reaourcea--our aoib, foreat, watera and wildlife. Every peraon aharea in the reaponaibility for takin1 an lntereat in our wlldlif• and outdoor acenic reaourcea, regardleaa of whether he ia in hia own backyard, city park, a 1reat atate or federal park or the flelda that he enJoy• aeeing on a Sunday drive.
Montana hae a epecial intereet in National Wildlife Week becauee the Treaeure State baa auch an abundance ol wildlife and ecenlc reeourcee, mountaine, lakee, etreame and wild game.
In Montana we are at preaent attempting to develop one of the flneat neating area• for ducka and geeee, Benton Lake. Such project• ae thia will inaure an adequate eupply of wUd fowl in future yeare. The reeourcea are there for all to enjoy but we want to make aure that we can continue to take pleaaure in theae tbinga. We can do thie if we alert oureelvea to the goall of the National Wildlife Week. 
